
P.O. Box 1543 

Mesa, AZ 85211 

Phone: 480.255 3546 

Fax: 480.718.8375 

Email: angela@mesamlk.org  Celebration Events  

2017 
Mesa Arts Center 

&  

Mesa Convention Center 

 

Tentative Dates 

Breakfast   January 16, 2017 

Parade & Festival January 16, 2017 

Candlelight Service January 16, 2017 

Please see website for a complete list of 

Dr. Martin Luther King 

Celebration, 

One Community 
Many Faces  

 

Life‘s most  

persistent 

question 

“What are 

you doing 

for others” 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

 www.mesamlk.org 

A 501 c(3) Nonprofit 

Sponsors  



In 1987, a group of citizens many recently transferred to Mesa, Arizona from Culver City 

California as employees of Hughes Helicopters gathered together in the home of Warren 

Simms to celebrate the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The following year, War-

ren and Chellette Henderson led a group of citizens to coordinate the first MLK Breakfast in 

Mesa. Even without an official holiday, the celebration continued to grow over the years to 

include a march and a festival. By 1991, the group of concerned citizens began working to es-

tablish a holiday which encountered much opposition. The initiative was defeated in 1992 at 

the ballot box. Thanks to the passion and commitment of these leaders, the community came 

to realize the importance of King's legacy and the need to officially celebrate the holiday in 

our community. 

Dr. Martin Luther King Street Name 

n 1996, the voters of Mesa established a citywide holiday recognizing the leadership of Dr. 

King. The victory did not come without challenges...but the victory came! Today, the commit-

tee continues to coordinate the celebration that is enjoyed by thousands of Mesa residents and 

has grown to include citizens across many cities in Arizona. We proudly embrace the theme 

that represents that unity -- Many Faces, One Community. The march that once symbolized 

the struggle to have an official holiday is now a parade that celebrates the unity of the com-

munity. The fight for a holiday was never about a 'day off,' but was about a day to remember, 

a day to celebrate, a day to recognize, and a day to serve others.  

In 2014 Third Street in downtown Mesa name was changed to Martin Luther  Way. 

Mesa MLK  History 

Other Accomplishments: 

29 Years of Celebrating (Parade/Festival) 

 Over 100,000 people have attended 

1996 Arizona King Holiday 

50 Scholarships provided 

Over 2000 Students have attended: 

  Annual Multicultural Conference 

   Kingian Nonviolence Philosophy Seminar 

2014 Mesa Changes street name to MLK Way . The first 

city in the state of Arizona to have a street in a 

downtown area 

PACT’s mission is to foster a positive relationship between the com-

munity and the police department.  PACT is a simple promise made 

by both the community and the police department to take the time 

to get to know one another. This is done by entering a PACT to 

spend one month together. The Police Officer and the Family agree 

to spend up to 3 hours a week together. This could be having dinner 

together, going to baseball game, going to church, etc.  During this 

time they will be given a series of questions to help spark the con-

versation. These questions are geared to understanding the culture 

of each person. 

The Officer & Community participant will be asked to journal what 

they learned about each other. The notes will be shared with their 

Community Group.  The Community Group consists of the Police 

Officers and the community coming together every 3 months to 

share what they have learned. These sessions will be held at various 

religious organizations within the community. By hosting these 

events at the Religious Organization we will be sure to get commu-

nity involvement.  


